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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADVISORY BOARD REPORT —  
METROPOLITAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM 

835. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the planned amalgamations and boundary changes for local government, which were announced today. 
Can the Premier explain to the house why ratepayers in the areas of Canning, Bassendean, Kalamunda and 
Serpentine–Jarrahdale, amongst others, will not get a vote on their council’s future while ratepayers in other 
areas such as South Perth will get such a vote? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
The time for local government reform is well and truly now. 

An opposition member: Answer the question! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am answering it as I wish. 

There are 138 local authorities in Western Australia. There are several authorities comprising less than five 
square kilometres in area and a significant number of councils have fewer than 1 000 people, some have fewer 
than 500 people. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: From either my count or the minister’s count, there have been nine major reports into local 
government—eight such reports since the Second World War. They all basically came to the same conclusion 
and now this government is finally prepared to make the reforms. Why? We want reform to provide better value 
for money to ratepayers. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Answer the question. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. The question, Premier, was on 
polls. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: People want to know why they’re not going to get a vote. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We will have a functional and modern structure for local government in metropolitan 
Perth, which is where 75 per cent of the population of this state live. That is what we are going to do. This 
process has been going on for four years. It has got to the point at which, unfortunately, local government seems 
to be incapable of reforming itself. That is where we are at. For four years it has not achieved reform despite 
publicly supporting reform. The government is doing what we probably always said we would do—namely, we 
are taking control of the process to get the result, and the result will be a reduction in Perth metropolitan councils 
from 30 to 16. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Today, the government released the full report of the Local Government Advisory Board. 
We indicated that we accepted the recommendations about the boundaries, with the exception of the City of 
Perth, and, therefore, consequentially, with the proposed western suburbs, but we made it very clear that we 
support the amalgamation of the five western suburbs. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I now call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Minister for Local Government and I have made it very clear to local government that 
we are now proceeding to achieve that. It will be a mix of legislation, amalgamations and boundary changes; and 
it may take a couple of years. It is not our number one priority. It is a long way off that, but you watch: this 
government — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Local government reform—in this case, for metropolitan Perth—will happen. The 
interesting point is this: there will be legislation with respect to the City of Perth, which is supported by the 
City of Perth, the Town of Vincent, the business community and planning institutes. When that legislation comes 
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to Parliament with almost universal support, what will the Labor Party do? Will it vote against it? What is it 
going to do, because it does not have a policy? 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In conclusion, the Leader of the Opposition has only one thing to do. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We know our policy—we are doing it. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, this is absurd. Grow up! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The only thing that the Leader of the Opposition has to do with his colleagues is decide 
what the opposition’s policy will be. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: What is your policy? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is 16 local authorities across Perth—done and dusted. The maps are there. That is what 
we are going to do. 
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